In a book about Pall MalI1 I came across a reference to Sir Thomas Clarges, the first occupant of the house on site No. 79, built in about 1664 or 1665, being the person sent by General Monck <Monk) to Breda to invite Charles II to return to London to become King. On reading Monck's message Charles knighted Clarges on the spot. The account went on to say that Clarges was said to have practised medicine as a young man. This reminded me that I had seen references to him in the diary of Anthony Wood of Oxford 2 and in the Court Minute Books of the Society of Apothecaries''.
The Dictionary ofNational Biography' stated that there is some uncertainty about Clarges' origin and that Aubrey had called his father a blacksmith. The entry continued 'Clarges is commonly referred to as Dr Clarges during the earlier part of his career and appears to have practised as a medical man. Hearne says he was an apothecary'. The surname was spelled in several different ways, e.g. Clarges, Clargies, Clargis, Clergis.
On 20 January 1671 Wood 2 wrote 'The son of Sir Thomas Clarges (was admitted) a gentleman commoner of Merton College, which Sir Thomas was an apprentice of old Williams, an apothecary in St Mary's Parish, axon. He was brother to the Duchess of Albemarle, both children of Clarges, a blacksmith in Drury Lane, London'. Foster's Alumni Oxiensee' confirmed that Walter, son of Thomas Clarges matriculated on 30 October 1674.
Thomas's apprentice-master was probably John Williams, apothecary of Oxford, who died on 4 June 1641. The latter was one of a dynasty of apothecaries. His father and namesake was Mayor of the city in 1598 and died in 1602 6 and whose widow Phillipa sold a garden in School Street to Dr John Chennell (1562-1613), Medicina Deputati of Corpus Christi College", Thomas, son of John Williams, 'Pharmacop' was privileged by the University on 28 May 1641 at the age of 28 6 and was probably the person who issued a token bearing the device of a pair of spectacles, thus being one of the earliest examples of many apothecary and pharmacists who practised as opticians", Clarges' apprenticeship to Williams must have been some time before 1634 for in that year he started another apprenticeship. He evidently practised as an apothecary as he had several apprentices bound to him. Joshua Drayner was bound in 1646 and freed in 1654 17 and Thomas Seymour was bound in 1650 but there is no record of his freedom". Richard Whittles was wrongly called William when, he was bound to Charles Cole in 1651. He was turned over to Thomas Clarges and freed in 1658 19 • Whittles became the first apothecary in the new standing army, being appointed on 20 July 1673 'apothecary-general to Forces for an expedition'. He must have proved successful as, on 1 January 1685, he was appointed Apothecary-General to the army and surgeon to Charles 1120.
John Rewcastle was bound to Thomas Clarges in August 1652 and was freed on 5 April 1664 when he was said to have served Mr Clarges and Mr Pelling'". The latter was a friend of Samuel Pepys and is mentioned several times in his diary22.
Clarges may have given up pharmacy and medicine in 1656 when he became a Member of Parliament for Ross, Sutherland and Cromarty, a seat he held until 1659. He also held the following seats: Banff, Cullen etc, and Peebles, Selkirk, etc, 1659; Tregony, 1660; Westminster, 1660;Southwark, 1666n6; Christchurch, 1679/81 and 1685n and Oxford University 1689 until his death on 4 October 1695. The university conferred a Doctorate of Medicine on him on 4 January 1688/9 5.
In 1654Clarges' sister Anne married General Monck, who was a leader in the movement for the restoration of the monarchy and this event undoubtedly greatly affected Thomas's career.
Anne was born on 25 March 1619 and in Monck's biography23 is described as the daughter of John Clarges, farrier in the Savoy, by his wife Anne Leaver. She married, on 28 February 1632/3,Thomas Radford, also a farrier and afterwards a servant to Prince Charles. She separated from him in 1649 and there seems to have been some doubt as to whether he had died before she married Monck.
Aubrey asserts that she was Monck's seamstress while he was a prisoner in the Tower and hints that she was also his mistress 23. This appears to be confirmed by an incident quoted by Ogg24 'When Clarges his prospective brother-in-law went to tell him that Anne Clarges was brought to bed "of what?" asked Monck. "Of a son" replied Clarges. "Why then" said Monck "She is my wife"'. The marriage took place on 23 January 1652/3 at St George's, Southwark.
There are conflicting reports about her character. A letter written in 1653, mentioning the marriage, described her in the harshest terms, but these scandalous stories contain some inaccuracies which destroy their credibility. She appears to have had a considerable influence on her husband in spiritual and political matters and in 1659 she is said to have used it in favour of the restoration of the monarchy. Hyde's correspondents called her 'an extremely good woman' and 'a happy instrument in this glorious work'22. On the other hand Clarendon described her as 'a woman of the lowest extraction, the least wit, and less beauty' and Montague as 'the veriest slut and drudge'25.
In his diary Samuel Pepys called her 'a plain homely dowdy'. When he dined with them on 4 April 1667 he wrote that he found Monck with 'dirty dishes, and a nasty wife at table and bad meat'. He also accused her of selling offices in her husband's department and of other methods of extortion'", Some of these comments may have been inspired by jealousy of her influence with her husband. Pepys was also a notorious lecher and may have been repulsed by her.
The marriage appears to have been a happy one and Monck was faithful to her. They became the Duke and Duchess of Albemarle in 1660. Ward commented 'The twain were loving in their lives and in their death they were not divided's". She bore him two sons, Christopher, born in 1653, who became the second Duke of Albemarle, and George who died in infancy. She died on 29 January 1670/1, aged nearly 51, and was buried in Westminster Abbey on 28 February. Her husband had died on 3 January, hence Ward's comment. 16 November 1687 was appointed Governor-General of Jamaica but did not hold the office long as he died in October of the next year. The well-known physician Sir Hans Sloane accompanied him to Jamaica as his medical attendant and whilst there made studies of Jamaican plants. He was present at his deathbed and gave the following description ofthe Duke: 'Of a sanguine complexion, his face reddish and eyes yellow, as also his skin, and accustomed by being at Court to sitting up late and often being merry'. His entry in the Dictionary of National Biography26 states that his high living contributed towards his fatal illness. The title became extinct on his death. It was revived as an Earldom for the Keppel family in 1696 27 and the present holder, the 10th Earl, who succeeded in 1979, is a cousin of Lord Carrington-", It seems certain that Anne Clarges' influence resulted in Thomas becoming involved in the events leading up to the restoration. After the death of Oliver Cromwell, Clarges was employed by Richard Cromwell, shortly after his accession as 'Lord Protector', to carry dispatches to Monck in Scotland and to obtain his views about the future. Monck gradually communicated to him his intention of restoring the monarchy, but sent with Clarges a letter to Richard Cromwell expressing his satisfaction with the latter's accession. He also sent a paper craftily designed to embroil him with all parties", Clarges then acted as Monck's correspondent in London and was also said to be his agent with the army officers. In the former capacity he was sent by a group of Parliamentarians to carry their overtures to Monck in Scotland when it had become apparent that he was about to march on London.
Clarges set out for Scotland in October 1659, and reached Edinburgh on 2 November, whence he was sent to communicate with Edward Bowles, the clergyman who enjoyed the confidence of Lord Fairfax, one of those favouring the restoration. Wyman 30 reported that Dr Samuel Barrow MD physician to the army of General Monck, formed a lifelong friendship with Thomas Clarges, was involved with him in the events leading up to the restoration and accompanied him to Breda. He also wrote 'Barrow was trusted, Clarges was not' and 'another correspondent also announcing the visit of Barrow and Clarges, suggests that Hyde should arrange a private audience for Barrow with the king, without Clarges, as he is the advocate general to the army 'whose temper he understands better thaan anyone person .. .' It is expected that they will be knighted. This, strangely enough, does not come about. The mistrusted Clarges does receive the honour, but the trusted straightforward Barrow does not. Why? Wyman suggests that the reason might have been some past involvement of Barrow with Cromwell. Wyman also wrote that, at the time ofthe Restoration Milton was in great peril and that he went into hiding. Several important people including Clarges and probably Barrow used their influence to save him.
Clarges remained active in politics and, through Monck's influence, became a member of the Irish Privy Council and ofthe committee for the amendment of the Irish act of Settlement. He was responsible for several reforms in the army. He wrote a tract Hypocrites Unmasked which argued that the grandees of the army treated the inferior officers and soldiers like menial servants to whom they gave housing, clothes and in return expected all quarrels to be expoused by their retainers 22 • He is mentioned several times in Pepys's diary between 1660 and 1668 31 • On 10 November 1660 Pepys and others had discussions, probably on naval matters with 'Sir Thomas Clergis [sic 1and Mr Spry and after we had good satisfaction we parted'. In 1680 they appear to have disagreed about seamen's discharge tickets 32 • Thomas Clarges married Mary, third daughter of George Proctor of Norwell Woodhouse, Nottinghamshire, by whom he had one son Walter, who became a baronet in 1676.
Clarges is said by Woodto have been the real author of that part of the fourth and succeeding editions of Sir Richard Baker's Chronicle which deals with affairs between the death of Charles I and the restoratiorr'. I have just discovered that Clarges was the editor of a posthumous book by Thomas Cademan on the signs of morbidity based on 20 years study of cases. It is an octavo size volume of 1318 pages dated 1640 and bound in vellum, the text being in closely written Latin handwriting. It appears that the book was never published and the copy in the Society's library may be the only one in existence'",
The will of Sir Thomas Clarges, knight, of St James, Westminster, was made on 1 October 1694 34 • He wished to be buried near his wife Mary at Stoke Poges, Bucks.
The will is a long and complicated one. His late wife's jewels, which included a diamond ring, a pearl necklace, a bracelet, a locket with a large blue sapphire and 12 pieces of gold, were left to his son Walter and his family.
He left a very large amount of land and property in various parts of London including 10 houses in Piccadilly, and also land and property in Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Dorset and Somerset, mainly to his son and grandsons Robert and Thomas and to his grand-daughters. The Buckinghamshire properties His monetary bequests amounted to several thousands of pounds and included £50 to the poor of St James' parish. His eldest grandson was left an annuity of £50 until the age of 12, £100 between then and 16 and £250 until he was 21 when he received his inheritance.
Clarges was evidently very keen that his surname should survive as bequests to his cousins William and Walter Miles and Thomas and Richard Fenn were conditional on them adopting the surname Clarges 'without an alias'. Another cousin Thomas Clarges r~had to drop the name Lord to inherit his portion. Similarly the children of his grand-daughter Jane Hammond were to adopt the name Clarges.
Walter was the sole executor and Thomas's friends morgan Randyll and Richard Wymondsold were trustees. They were left £50 each. The will was proved on 6 June 1708 by Elizabeth, widow of Walter who had died in March 1705/6. The long delay was presumably because of the complicated nature of the will.
Sir Thomas was an extremely wealthy man, the equivalent of a multi-millionaire in present terms. He had arms (Figure 1 ) with the following blazon: 'Azure, a fleur-de-lis or, a bordure of the last verdy Sir Thomas's son Sir Walter was MP for Colchester, 1679/81 and 1685/7 and Westminster 1690/8 and 1702/3 5. Sir Walter had different arms ( Figure 2 ) from those of his father", Their blazon is 'Barry of ten argent and azure on a canton sable a ram's head couped of the first armed with four horns or Crestout of a ducal coronet or a ram's head as in the arms', (i.e, ten bars on a shield alternately silver and blue, with, in the left corner, a black square with a ram's head of silver having four golden horns and cut off at the neck) 35 . His son, also called Walter, matriculated at Christ Church, Oxford, in 1714, aged 17 5. He probably became a lawyer. The baronetcy became extinct in 1834 35. Dewes 36 wrote that, when the Earl of Burlington set about building a mansion in Piccadilly, he was reported to have said that he was going to build so far West that no one would go beyond him. Sir Thomas Clarges had, however, already erected his town house where Clarges Street now stands. The street was not, however, named after Sir Thomas, but after his son Sir Walter Clarges, who built the street in the eighteenth century. Among those said to have lived there were Edmund Keen and Lady Hamilton.
Clarges' London properties
Scott! stated that Sir Thomas Clarges was the first person to occupy the first house on the site of No. 79 Pall Mall. It was built in 1664 or 1665 and was, like all the houses on the South side, on Crown land, though it was to become the only exception to that rule. Sir Thomas also owned the adjoining house to the Westward of No. 79. In 1667 he sold these 'two Faire brick messuages' to Sir William Coventry.
The present site of No. 79, Pall Mall is quite a handsome grey stone building which belongs to the Pacific and Orient Company. It bears a blue plaque which reads 'In a house on this site lived Nell Gwynn from 1671 to 1687'. Clarges Street is between Piccadilly and Curzon Street. In it is Clarges House, now owned by the pharmaceutical firm Glaxo Ltd. It bears a blue plaque stating that Charles James Fox lived there. Also in the street is Pepys tavern. It seems unlikely that many Londoners are aware of the origin of the name of this street and I am pleased to have this opportunity of bringing to light the memory of an interesting apothecary who played an important role in the history of our country.
